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BACKGROUND: MicroRNAs are promising diagnostic and prognostic biomarkers in oncology.

We aimed to evaluate the prognostic potential of selected microRNAs in primary clear cell renal cell carcinomas (ccRCC) as
predictors of tumor recurrence after radical nephrectomy.

METHODS: miR-122, miR-141, miR-155, miR-184, miR-200c, miR-210, miR-224, and miR-514, validated as differentially expressed
in a previous study, were measured by RT-PCR in matched malignant and non-malignant tumor samples after nephrectomy from 111
patients (89 without, 22 with metastases) and clinicopathological and outcome data were collected. Non-parametric statistical tests,
receiver-operating characteristics, Kaplan-Meier-, and univariate as well as multivariate Cox regression analyses were performed.

RESULTS: Downregulation of miR-141/-184/-200¢/-514 and upregulation of miR-122/-155/-210/-224 were not different between
samples of non-metastatic and metastatic tumors except for miR-122 and miR-514. miR-514 was further downregulated in metastatic
compared with non-metastatic tumors while the upregulation of miR-122 was significantly reduced in metastatic carcinomas. All
miRNAs were suitable to discriminate malignant from non-malignant tissue. miR-122 and miR-514 were significantly related to the
recurrence risk but only miR-514 provided independent prognostic information in the final model including relevant clinicopathological
variables.

CONCLUSIONS: MiR-122 and miR-514 play a role in tumor recurrence after nephrectomy. Expression of miR-514 was particularly
downregulated in primary metastatic tumor and those that recur and might be a suitable adjunct marker for predicting tumor

recurrence.
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