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Proleukin, and the swirl design are registered trademarks of Novartis Vaccines and Diagnostics, Inc.

© Prometheus Laboratories Inc.  All rights reserved.  PRO11049d August 2011

Proleukin® (aldesleukin) is indicated for the treatment of adults with metastatic renal cell 
carcinoma (metastatic RCC) and for the treatment of adults with metastatic melanoma

Please see important safety information, including Boxed Warning, contained in the second section of this 
presentation.  Please see Prometheus representative for a copy of the full prescribing information



GARY ATER
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This is my personal story. Not everyone will have similar experiences or achieve 
similar results.



“I WASN’T TOO CONCERNED”

• A growth on my right sideburn
– In 1992 my barber found a growth on my right sideburn
– Had it removed, but in 1998 it slowly came back

• Another surgery to remove it
– Confirmed it was melanoma.  I wasn’t too concerned

• In 2002 another bump appeared and continued to grow
– Exploratory surgery but no solid findings

• I was referred to a cancer center – this finally got my attention
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“YOUR NECK WAS REALLY GLOWING”

• I tried radiation and courses of interferon
– Interferon made me too sick so I stopped after 3 months

• Spring of 2003, more lumps came back – all tests were negative

• A second opinion, and second treatment center 
– Tests revealed spots on my neck, lungs, liver and kidneys

• I was told I had six months to live
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“PROLEUKIN: IT’S A TOUGH ROAD, BUT IT MAY 
WORK”

• It wasn’t featured as a first choice, but the doctor said I should 
consider it
– I was told very little, and it was hard to get information 
– It was described as tough, but there were few alternatives
– We did a lot of research, a lot of thinking and a lot of praying 

• Chances of success were very low
– I was able to talk to a Denver policeman who had gone through it
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PROLEUKIN TREATMENT EXPERIENCE

• Treatment began in November of 2003
• After 1 or two doses you don’t remember much about what’s 

happening
• I had many of the expected side effects:

– Diarrhea
– Vomiting
– Rigors
– Hiccups
– Dry mouth, thrush in mouth
– Skin rashes and peeling

• I occasionally have the hiccups as a lasting side effect
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EMOTIONALLY COPING WITH FAITH & FAMLY

• Treatment was very hard on my family, but they stuck through it

• My second course was set for December of 2003
– I made it through 8 doses and stopped

• I was positive and had faith
– I set a goal to see our daughter get married

• In early 2004 I had a neck resection which showed no indication of 
melanoma

• Gave me hope – I made it through every round the next two cycles
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NO EVIDENCE OF DISEASE
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Results not typical

• I saw my daughter get married in May of 2004



THE APPLE OF MY EYE
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• In 2007 I was blessed with a grandson



“IT’S WORTH IT…”

• Find someone to talk to who understands where you’re coming from
– Helps with emotions

• Educate yourself about all the options
– There’s a chance you may learn something that could have an 

impact on your decisions
• Set goals and think positively
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THANK YOU
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